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The> Minuteman Civil Defense Corps (MCDC) is a group qf private law enforcers that was foundéc( 61_
Arizona citizens in 2005 in order to secure the borders and coastal boundaries qf the United States
against the un(awﬂ( and unauthorized entry of immigrants across the U.S. - Mexican border. These-
“border w’gifanm” have }minwd' the border as a cfangerous locus (y( criminal and terrorist acu’vity,
Tecessitating citizen action because in their eyes the government is unwi[ﬁ'ng or at least unable to

secure the borders eﬁfectivefy.

While civilian border patrol groups are not a new phenomenon along the U.S. - Mexico border, the-
P group P e
"MCDC is much [arger and far more inﬂuenn’a[ than any other such group in recent ﬁiswry.
Qniu’aﬁy brushed aside Ey }oofiﬁcians as little more than “vigi(anws far outside the mainstream cf
Tuﬁfic qoinion,” tﬁey have manageaf to generate incredible media coverage and their }oersis‘rence on
this issue has more than ever turned public attention to America’s “permeable borders” and to the-
b

“Afailure” of the federal government in protecting its own country against terrorist threats.
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In figﬁt of this, this Joresentau’on will exy[ore wﬁy this group (y( Jorivaw law enforcers emergecf in the
aﬁm’marﬁ of Sq)‘remﬁer 11, 2001, and Wﬁy it was able to become as inﬂuenu’a[ as it arguaﬁfy is
tocfay‘ ﬂﬁ?r Erie:ﬂy concgptual’izing “vigi[ann’sm” (or “extm-fega( violence”) and yrovicﬁ’ng a short’
overview qf the historical, [ega[ and cultural ﬁacﬁgmunc[ (y( American vigi[&mtism, this }oresentan'om
‘Will then show that two [arger afeve@oments have y[ayed a sigmﬁccmt role in the (re-)emergence qf
this form of w’gifann’smz (@) a tmnsforman’on in the governance of security based on economic
jan'nci}v[es and (b) an increased securitization (yf immigration in the wake (f 9/11. In fact, it will be-
argueJ that these two a&zvelbyments not on(y contributed to the emergence of this group and to some-
oﬁzgree funcu’onec[ to fegi’a’mize their activities, but that tﬁey arguaﬁ(y even encourage this form (f’

extm-fega( citizen activism.

j—"inal'(y, this presentation will conclude By rg%cu’ng on some of the (arger imy[icau'ons (f this
c&eve(opment Qfor the law and the state) and will question wﬁy - a[tﬁougﬁ simi[m[y SUfuggﬁng with
undocumented immigration and border control - we have not (yet?) witnessed similar citizen,

involvement in secum'ty matters in furojae.



